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Abstract:

This study traces the evolution of theatre criticism from the traditional classical
model, based on the authority of the text and the references of Aristotle and Horace,
through subjective impressionistic criticism, to contemporary academic approaches
(semiology, reception theory, performance studies and postmodernism). These

approaches shifted the analysis from the written text to the theatrical performance,

understood as a system of visual, auditory and kinetic signs.

The study adopts the play “GPS” by the Algerian director Mohamed Cherchal as an
applied model. The performance is read in two complementary ways: a traditional
reading based on the Aristotelian dramatic elements (characters, plot, idea), and a
contemporary academic reading that reveals the significance of the mask and
makeup as semiological signs that actively produce meaning, going beyond

decoration to express the multiplicity of identity and the stages of human life.

The study concludes that the classical approach remains an indispensable epistemic
foundation, and that contemporary approaches do not abolish it but complement it,
revealing semantic and visual dimensions it cannot capture, as confirmed by the

reading of the play GPS.

Keywords: theatre criticism, traditional criticism, contemporary academic

criticism, semiology, mask and makeup, GPS play, Mohamed Cherchal.




