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Abstract:

This study examines the image of women in the novelistic works of
Naguib Mahfouz and Gustave Flaubert through the analysis of
prominent female characters in some of their literary works. The study
aims to reveal how both writers portray women and their roles within
society, while highlighting the similarities and difterences in the artistic
and intellectual perspectives of Arabic and French literature.

The research is based on the analysis of female characters from the
novels The Cairo Trilogy and Midaq Alley, in addition to Madame
Bovary, using a comparative analytical approach to explore the nature
of female characterization in these works. The first chapter focuses on
the study of female patterns in Naguib Mahfouz’s novels. It analyzes the
character of Amina as a model of the traditional woman who represents
obedience and patience within the family structure, in contrast with the
character of Hamida, who embodies the image of the rebellious woman
seeking to change her social reality and escape poverty and
marginalization. The same chapter also examines the features of female
characterization in Flaubert’s work through the analysis of Emma
Bovary, who represents the model of the dreaming woman living in
conflict between reality and romantic imagination, a phenomenon
known 1n literary criticism as Bovarism.

The second chapter is devoted to a comparative analysis of the
representation of women in these works. It highlights several common
aspects, such as the depiction of marriage at times as a social constraint

that generates feelings of alienation for women, as well as the influence
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of social authority and moral judgment in shaping society’s perception
of women, especially when they deviate from traditional norms. The
study also emphasizes the difterences in cultural and intellectual
references between the two writers. While Mahfouz’s portrayal of
women reflects a conservative Eastern social environment, Flaubert’s
depiction 1is closely linked to the context of nineteenth-century
European society and the transformations associated with the rise of the
bourgeois class.

The study concludes that the representation of women in these novels
reveals a continuous struggle between social constraints and women’s
desire for self-realization. It also shows that differing cultural contexts
lead to different destinies for female characters: women in Mahfouz’s
novels tend to adapt to social reality, whereas Emma Bovary ends in a
tragic fate due to her inability to reconcile her romantic aspirations with
her social reality. Thus, the novel emerges as an important literary space
for understanding the social and psychological transtormations related to
the status of women across difterent cultures.

Keywords: Women's Image, Novel, Naguib Mahfouz, Gustave

Flaubert.
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