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Abstract

This study examines cultural narrative and the fantastic imagination
in One Thousand and One Nijghts and Haruki Murakami’s Kartka on
the Shore through a comparative approach. The research aims to
identify the similarities and differences between the two works by
analyzing representations of society, the human being, and cultural
symbols, as well as the manifestations and functions of the fantastic.
The study also compares the main narrative components, including
narrator, time, space, and characters. The findings reveal that One
Thousand and One Nights reflects a traditional cultural vision

characterized by the presence of collective values, authority, and
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popular imagination, whereas Karka on the Shore expresses the
concerns of modern individuals related to identity, alienation, and
self-discovery. The study further demonstrates that the fantastic

performs different functions in each text according to its specific

cultural and narrative context.

Keywords: Cultural Narrative, Fantastic Imagination, One Thousand

and One Nights, Kafka on the Shore, Comparative Literature
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