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The ship's outfitter plays a vital role in fishing vessels. He operates the
vessel for his own account, whether as the owner or charterer. Currently,
ship ownership by companies is widespread. The outfitter's obligations
include providing a seaworthy vessel, ensuring the crew's competency,
providing new equipment to facilitate fishing, and implementing maritime
laws and regulations. The outfitter is responsible for outfitting and
managing the vessel, ensuring the safety and transportation of seafarers,
and fulfilling legal obligations related to the vessel and the people on
board, including drafting employment contracts. Legislation has focused
specifically on seafarers, making their rights a fundamental pillar of the
outfitter's responsibility, starting with medical care and other guarantees
related to their wages, which provide a livelihood for them and their

families.
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