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Abstract

The study aims to understand the extent to which the learner’ social environment affects
their drug use behavior within the educational setting, as a sociological phenomenon that has
become a threat to the progress of the educational process amid the socialization experienced
by students. Recognizing families and schools are the most crucial institutions for social
control, our study was grounded in the overarching hypothesis that The social life of a
student who uses drugs is affected by the family and school environment. Building on this,
we formulated the following sub-hypotheses: The social relationships of the drug-using
student within the family are affected by the gender variable , The peer group contributes to
the spread of drug abuse within the school , To test these sub-hypotheses, a descriptive-
analytical approach was adopted, with interviews serving as the primary research tool. The
sample consisted of 30 student drug users enrolled in various high schools in Sidi Bel Abbes
province. Participants were intentionally selected based on their willingness and consent, and
data collection took place from January to December 2024.Interviews were also conducted
with psychologists working in detection and follow-up units affiliated with the public health
institution. Additionally, a questionnaire was used as a complementary research tool to
collect data from school counsellors and the counselling centre in Sidi Bel Abbés province.
The findings reveal that the social environment significantly influences students’ drug use.
An unstable family promotes deviant behavior and increases the risk of drug use, while a
toxic school atmosphere and group of comrades further heighten this behavior among
students. Addressing these factors is essential for protecting our youth and encouraging
healthier choices.

Keywords: social environment, student, family, school, drugs
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