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Abstract of Master’s Thesis

The penal policy in Algeria is part of the legal system aimed at enforcing
punishment on one hand and working to reform the convict and prepare
them for reintegration into society after punishment on the other hand. Law
05-04, comprising the law on the organization of prisons and the social
reintegration of prisoners, was issued after the cancellation of Ordinance 72-
02, as a comprehensive legislative framework that defines the basic
principles of penal treatment and modern mechanisms to achieve the
reformative purpose of punishment.

According to this system, penal treatment is divided into two
complementary sets of penal methods. One is implemented inside penal
institutions, where convicts are subject to an organized legal system based
on an accurate classification of inmates. This is activated through
educational, pedagogical, health, and professional programs aimed at
rectifying behavior and gradual integration into social life. The other set
includes penal treatment outside penal institutions, by adopting alternative
systems to custodial sentences, either after partial implementation of the
sentence, such as external workshops, semi-liberty, and conditional release,
or direct implementation without the need for penal progression, such as
suspension of sentence execution and community service. This achieves a
balance between the requirements of justice and the necessity of reforming
prisoners to eliminate the phenomenon of crime.
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