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Abstract

The book, Algerian Annals, written by the French General Belissier, is considered one of
the most important historical sources that documented the beginnings of the French occupation
of Algeria. It is distinguished by its precise documentary nature and presents an official military
and administrative vision of what Algeria was like in the first years of the French invasion (through
the book, the features of early French policy in Algeria become clear, including administrative
methods, the strategy of military expansion, and the way in which the colonial authorities dealt
with the Algerians, It also provides rich material for researchers not only in terms of historical
data but also in analyzing the colonial discourse that tried to justify the invasion and portray it as
a civilizational mission. Therefore, the Algerian Annals is not a record of events but rather a mirror
that reflects the French mentality in its beginnings, which makes it a basic source for
understanding the nature of the relationship between the colonizer and the colonized in that

delicate stage of contemporary Algerian history.
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