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Abstract of Master’s Thesis

Criminal liability of start-up companies for corruption offenses has become
one of the pressing issues in the modern legal system, due to the growing role these
entities play in economic life and the opportunities they create for overlapping
interests and blurred lines of authority within their organizational structure. With the
legal recognition of the legal personality of these companies, it has become necessary
to subject them to the same criminal rules applicable to natural persons whenever
crimes are committed on their behalf, in their name, or through their legal means.
This requires a clear definition of the foundations on which such liability is based, as
well as the objective and procedural conditions necessary to hold these entities
accountable, including aspects related to judicial representation, jurisdiction, and
sanctions appropriate to their nature. Corruption offenses are among the most serious
threats to the integrity of economic activity, which calls for the establishment of an
effective legal system that does not overlook the role of start-up companies but
subjects them to oversight and legal accountability in a manner that ensures a balance
between the freedom of economic initiative and respect for the rule of law

Keywords:
Criminal liability, start-up companies, corruption offenses, legal personality, anti-
corruption.
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