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Abstract of Master’s Thesis

Community service is one of the most prominent forms of alternative
sanctions adopted by the Algerian legislator as part of a modern
criminal policy. This policy aims to overcome the drawbacks of short-
term imprisonment and strike a balance between the needs of deterrence
and rehabilitation. Legally, this sanction was established by Ordinance
No. 09-01 of February 25, 2009, and its legal foundation was further
reinforced by the recent amendment under Law No. 24-06 of 2024,
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published in Official Gazette No. 30. This amendment expanded both
the scope of application and the mechanisms of implementation of the
sanction.

The study is based on a central research problem:

What is the nature of community service as a criminal sanction?
What are its stages of legal development? What are the legal
conditions for its application under Algerian law? And how
effective is it in reintegrating offenders into society?

From this central question, several sub-questions arise:

What is meant by community service?
What is its legal nature within the Algerian penal system?

How has the legal framework governing this sanction evolved
from its introduction in 2009 to the most recent amendment in
20247

What systems in other jurisdictions resemble community service?

What are the objectives of this sanction?

The study is divided into two main chapters:

The first chapter addresses the definition, historical development,
and legal nature of the sanction, highlighting its distinguishing
features and comparing it to similar sanctions and measures.

The second chapter discusses the procedures for implementing
community service, from its different forms to the conditions of
enforcement, and concludes with an analysis of its legal, social,
and economic impacts.

To achieve the research objectives, the study relied on the descriptive
method to present legal concepts, the analytical method to interpret
legislative texts, and the comparative method to examine the Algerian
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system in relation to other relevant models—especially in light of the
recent legislative amendments.

The study concludes that community service represents an effective
alternative to imprisonment, with positive outcomes such as reducing
recidivism, alleviating prison overcrowding, and promoting a culture of
solidarity within society. However, its success remains contingent upon
the availability of a supportive legal and institutional environment, the
activation of coordination between judicial and administrative bodies,
and the enhancement of public awareness about its role as a genuine
tool of rehabilitation—not merely a symbolic alternative to custodial
sentences.

Keyword:
1\Community service penalty. 2\alternative sanctions.
3\short-term imprisonment. 4\social reintegration.

S\deterrence. 6\criminal policy.  7\Algerian Penal Code.



