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Abstract:

This thesis examines the image of the Arab in Antoine Galland's
translation of One Thousand and One Nights, considered the first work to
introduce this Eastern masterpiece to European culture. It aims to analyze
how the Arab is represented in Galland's translation—whether in a positive
or negative light—by comparing it with the original text. The study seeks to
uncover the cultural and Orientalist dimensions embedded in this
translation. It concludes that Galland did not merely transfer the text
linquistically, but also—whether intentionally or unintentionally—
contributed to shaping a stereotypical image of the Arab that blends magic
and exoticism with a Eurocentric sense of superiority. This, in turn, had a
profound impact on the Western imagination and its representations of the
East.

Keywords: Antoine Galland, One Thousand and One Nights, image of the
Arab, translation, Orientalism, the Other, comparative literature







