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Summary:

This study aimed to examine the impact of multilingualism on the process
of teaching Arabic to fourth-grade primary students, focusing on the influence of
language interference between Modern Standard Arabic, colloquial Arabic, and
foreign languages on students' language proficiency.

The study adopted a comparative approach between the theoretical
aspect—which explored the concept of multilingualism, its types and
manifestations, the concept of the Arabic language, Arabic language teaching,
Modern Standard Arabic vs. colloquial Arabic, the effects of multilingualism on
language teaching, the concept of the mother tongue, the optimal age for
learning a foreign language, and interference between the mother tongue and
foreign languages—and the fieldwork, which relied on questionnaires directed at
students of Arabic, French, and English in order to gather their perspectives.

The descriptive-analytical method was used due to the social nature of the
topic. The findings indicated that multilingualism in the school environment
does affect the teaching of Arabic. It was shown that students suffer from
language interference between Modern Standard Arabic and other languages.

In conclusion, a set of recommendations was presented to improve Arabic
language teaching in light of the multilingual reality.

Keywords: Multilingualism, Mother tongue, Foreign languages.



